IS

Ireland.                            [CHAP

households from the earliest times; and they had their separate
calling down to the seventeenth century. The race of the
harpers survived even the revolutions which overwhelmed
their masters; one, Carolan, was a really great musician,
renowned in the age of Swift and Berkeley; a few were
to be found almost within living memory. The old Irish
music was rich in melody, occasionally of a most exquisite
kind; it was full too of Irish sadness and sorrow. It is to
be found to this day in compositions, especially in so-called
Italian airs, of which the authors have not acknowledged the
origin.
In ancient Ireland, as in the rest of Europe, the noble arts
of painting and sculpture had made little progress at this period.
The figures in the old Irish buildings and churches, in many
instances of great antiquity, are rude, unsightly, and without
grace of form;   they would have shocked even a primitive;
Hellene.   But the Celtic Irish crosses show much skill of
workmanship, if not remarkable beauty of design; and Irish
hands have given proof of ingenious cunning, in ornaments of
many kinds, in gold, and especially in illuminating sacred
manuscripts.   These are not specimens of artistic genius, and
they disclose the Celtic tendency to oversubtlety; but they are,
interesting, and have a real merit of their own.   Architecture,
in Ireland, in this age, was certainly in a backward state, owing
probably to incessant wars and feuds; few dwellings seem to
have been built of stone;  the petty towns were, perhaps,
collections of huts, like the Gaulish oppida of the days of
Csesar; even the ** forts" of the chiefs were rude and weak
structures.    The Celtic Irish churches were, for the most part,
small, and many, it is said, were built of wood; but the remains
of one or two reveal symmetry and grace, though majesty and
strength are here, too, wanting.   The mysterious Round Towers,
it is commonly supposed, were belfries attached to the ancient
churches;  but the skill seen in these structures, and their